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Text SD 31: Will of God and the mistaken belief that you can do everything yourself 

 
We have received the ability to act as a gift from God. The decisive criterion for every action, 
for every activity, is whether they correspond to the will of God and serve the spiritual 
development of people. Work as service to others is the most sublime thing a person can do.  
 
"The will is the commanding faculty of the spirit. It has power over matter on earth to a certain 
extent. From this it can be seen that matter must be something subordinate to it, something 
that the will can order to its liking. When we said 'the commanding faculty of the spirit,' the 
emphasis being on 'spirit,' the will must also be able to exercise its power over the soul and 
its powers" (Weidner 1987:135). 
 
"The actual life pulsator of man is the spirit, but due to the material condensation the power 
vibration is quite low and hardly noticeable in most spirits in human form. ... What can a man 
do, who wants to be victor over matter and does not want to be inhibited in his ascent? ... 
Everyone go his way, examine with reason and ask for help in the search for the truth, for God 
his creator" (Weidner 1987:138). 
 
"'Spiritual death' is called apostasy from God, that is, separation. The bond of love that God, 
the Creator or the spiritual creation gave us is life, breathing, vibrating, it is embellished again 
and again, improved until it comes back completely to the union, one says: into 'Nirvana'. This 
is the state of creation that you cannot grasp and cannot yet comprehend. It is a life without 
wanting anything else, only serving God and the spiritual creation in love, everything else no 
longer exists" (Weidner 2000a:59). 
 
Today we are trained to want to do or accomplish everything ourselves: Efficiency, success, 
management, etc. are based on this. It is indeed right to set goals and to work with all one's 
might towards their realization. But there are two things to keep in mind: 
1)  The goals sought should in any case be compatible with the will of God.  If they are 

not, or if it is not clear whether they are, every effort should be made to find out 
whether or not the goals are in conformity with the will of God.  

2)  If all energies are directed toward achieving the set goal, there is a point where nothing 
more can be contributed to it according to human judgment. Once this "dead point" is 
reached, no additional energy should be used - nothing can be forced against the will 
of God - but the desired goal, project, etc. should be handed over to God, at His sole 
disposal. I must be willing, after putting in everything I have and can, to hand the whole 
thing over to God and let Him decide what to do with it. Suppose I have written a book, 
made all sorts of improvements and additions, tweaked the title, looked for a 
publisher, etc., then at some point there comes the "dead point," that is, the time 
when I can do nothing more. It is up to God to publish the book (or not), to make the 
book a success (or not), to make something come out of it in the material world (or 
not). This is true for any human activity. But it also means that I can let go of "my" 
project, fully and completely, without aiming at a possible success - in fullest trust in 
the will of God to do what he wants and what is right.  

 
A danger that should not be underestimated is thinking that I myself - i.e. without any help - 
am capable or able to accomplish whatever I set out to do, to achieve all goals or to shape my 
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life completely autonomously. If one carries this attitude to the end, a (false) feeling of 
omnipotence, i.e. a kind of feeling of omnipotence, arises from it - and a consequence of this 
thinking is boundless - and thus unfounded - self-confidence and, as a consequence, excessive 
egoism. Especially pronounced doer types therefore fall into a deep hole, into a crisis of 
meaning or suffer a burn out when they are not successful. Instead of thanking God that we 
were allowed to be successful, we attribute success to ourselves. The following Sufi text points 
out this problem: "When the soul becomes accustomed to performing good deeds, it regards 
this habit as a characteristic of itself and believes that it is itself that performs these deeds, 
and thus counts them as its merit. But the enemy, who dwells in her own house and who has 
ways in her body like the blood that flows in her veins, observes her and sees in his cunning 
her hidden spiritual laxity. In this way he takes away from her that which he would not 
accomplish in any other way" (quoted from Andrae 1980:110). 
 
It is important to accept God's will even in the case of zero success or lack of success, just as 
in the case of great success to attribute it not to oneself but to God - which is also true. The 
decisive thing is always to do what one has recognized as right - regardless of whether the 
action leads to success - however defined - or not. 
 
Makkī taught: "There is no real doer except God, since the real doer is the one who does not 
take the help of anything else, tool or means" (quoted from Gramlich 1998:71). In radical Sufi 
thought, which subordinates all action to God, everything outside the agent in the divine sense 
- even instruments or tools - is širk, i.e., concomitant - that is, something that is added to or 
even opposed to God. 
 
So to speak the other side of the coin "Machertum" (= the mistaken belief that you can do 
everything yourself) is the "care addiction". Carefulness comes from the negative forces: "The 
Creator has placed you on this earth that you may develop spiritually. And those who are close 
to you have the same mandate from the Creator" (Weidner 2002a:49). In contrast, worries, 
cares, difficulties and fears are signs or consequences of aura openings, through which 
negative forces draw odkraft from people (cf. Weidner 2002a:51). 
 
Failures occur when one or more of the following reasons are present: 
"1.  No faith, no trust and no conviction. 
2.  an overdose of the 'little I will'. 
3.  use of force of thought to enforce one's desires through the 'little I-will'! 
And now comes a very important sentence: For 'the higher I-consciousness shall not be 
counteracted', especially not by force from the 'little I-consciousness'!" (Weidner 
1982a:78/79). 
 
"The purer, the more mature a person is, the more he loves, the more he forms his character 
forces to the effect that he becomes more desireless. He becomes completely desireless, he 
becomes needless, he has only one need, to devote his whole existence to God and to love 
him above everything" (Weidner 1982b:55). 
 
"Who for example says: 'I spend all my willpower to reach the goal, and also include prayer', 
wants to gain advantages by his egoistic will and by rape" (Weidner 1982a:80). 
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We can conclude: "Whoever wants to have successes with fear, violence or doubts, 
experiences only failures! Because these are satanic means! Who, on the other hand, works 
tolerantly, helpfully, lovingly and selflessly in the law of God, achieves godly successes! 
Because these are spiritual-divine values!" (Weidner 1982a:81). 
 
If an honest, deep desire is not fulfilled, it can have three causes: Either (1) the fulfillment of 
the wish is not in the will of God, or (2) there is a karmic influence that prevents the fulfillment 
of the wish, or (3) the time for the fulfillment of the wish is simply not yet ripe. Regardless of 
which applies, the answer is clear in both cases: it is a matter of lovingly accepting God's will 
or the karmic restriction and handing the wish over to God, asking Him to deal with it in the 
way that corresponds to His will, and trusting that the best solution will occur. And 
furthermore: we should and may ask God to help us deal with the situation in the best possible 
way. 
 
"Weakness or lack of self-confidence is often lack of energy. For this is often the root of much 
mental and physical suffering. Courageous self-affirmation, that is, confessing oneself as a 
spirit soul, as a child of God, on the other hand, gives energy and security" (Weidner 
1996:146). "The essential and also the indispensable thing that you human brothers and 
sisters should make yourselves intensely aware of is that in you the God spark in the spirit soul 
is the primary thing, and it should therefore gain dominion over your body. Out of this superior 
spirit-knowledge grows the God-affirming dynamic energy of self-affirmation" (Weidner 
1996:146).  
 
Action in the right spirit is prayer - God-willed activity is worship of God. Every action, every 
activity should be subordinated to the will of God. The decisive factor is the right attitude, not 
the identification with the (external) success. This occurs when it corresponds to the will of 
God. The motto is: Do your best, thank God and do not be attached to the result. 
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